Where do we come from? Is our destiny determined by the genes we inherit? Do we all see the same blue color when we look at the sky? In this book Gottfried (Jeff) Schatz, the worldrenowned biochemist, gives lucid -albeit often surprising -answers to universal questions and takes the reader on a fascinating journey of discovery across the boundaries of scientifi c disciplines. With passion and a keen sense of wonder he draws on philosophy, cultural history and art to formulate his refl ections on the mystery of life. The key to understanding life is to be found in its chemistry, and he proves that this is no dry endeavor and certainly not devoid of beauty. The result is a collection of eloquently and poetically written essays dealing with key issues in the natural sciences. It will appeal not only to scientists, but also to all inquisitive minds, regardless of educational and professional background.
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The certainty and uncertainty of one's fate are discussed from both methodological and epidemiological perspectives, using examples of diseases for which treatment and prognosis have dramatically changed. Despite profound insights into the human genome, personalized genetically tailored medicine still lies in the future. Religious, spiritual and philoso phical dimensions are discussed, as are the ways in which they may help people cope with these new insights into their future, e.g. the promise of an afterlife. This publication aims to bridge the different fields dealing with this area by addressing the challenges faced and encouraging dialogue. It will be of interest to all readers who deal with ethical problems of prognosis, particularly in medicine, as well as to theologians and sociologists.
Based on the symposium 'GenEthics and Religion' (Basel, Switzerland, May 2008) , this volume examines the role religion can play in establishing ethical guidelines to protect human life in the face of rapid advances in biology and gene technology. It does so with contributions by philosophers, theologians, human geneticists, and several bioethicists representing the Christian, Jewish, Islamic and Buddhist perspectives. The essays illustrating a diversity of views and expressing the problems and self-critical reflectiveness of religious ethicists are brought up to date and discuss the importance of religious ethics in society's discourse on gene technology. Prices subject to change; EUR price for Germany, USD price for USA only
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